
 

 

 

 

English II Syllabus-2022-2023 

“Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than our progress in education. The human 

mind is our fundamental resource” – John F. Kennedy, Jr. 

rheta.meyer@onslow.k12.nc.us 

School Phone:  910-326-4300 

 

Course Description:   

The reading component of the English II curriculum consists of a rigorous and in-depth 

analysis of the elements of fiction (characterization, plot development, rising action, conflict, 

falling action, resolution, syntax, etc.) as well as evaluating central idea, central theme/message, 

purpose, and point of view in short fictional pieces, novels, dramas, and poetry.  Identifying and 

understanding the use of figurative language in all types of literature is an essential component of 

this course.  Non-fiction (essays, articles, speeches, etc.) as well as non-print materials such as 

paintings, media of all types, and charts will be read during this course.  Students will examine 

central ideas of non-fiction texts and determine how an author develops and advances an 

argument/idea.  

The writing component will consist of students developing a well-organized narrative with a 

focus on the appropriate use of figurative language and the development of individual writing 

style.  Students will learn how to create a constructed response (answer to an essay question) in a 

well-developed paragraph in which textual evidence is appropriately embedded to address the 

essay prompt.  Students will learn the methods by which to conduct research.  Students will 

generate a research question, gather data from valid sources, develop a claim, and produce a 

paper with an introductory paragraph to include a thesis, supporting body paragraphs, a 

conclusion, in-text citations, and a Works Cited page. Writing assignments will be assigned 

several times per six-weeks grading period.  

 

This semester in a nutshell (Subject to change or to be modified): 

1. Pre-assessment 
2. Writing paper- MLA style paper. Students will pick from various Common APP Topics. 

3. Novel-- ANTHEM  by Ayn Rand. Test on Novel. 
4.  Commonlit.org--Readings-- Conformity, The Lottery, The Dangers of Tradition, It’s no 

one’s fault when it’s everyone’s fault. This will go along with Anthem and Individually.  

5. ACES- conformity readings. 
 

2. Rhetorical devices Unit 

A. Great Imagination Heist 
B.  I have a Dream speech/Letters from Birmingham Jail –MLK 

C.  JFK- Inaugural Address  

D. FDR-We have nothing to Fear but fear itself  

E. LBJ- Great Society  

F. Ronald Reagan- Space Shuttle Challenge Disaster 

G. Christopher Reeve-ADA Speech 
 

3.Macbeth. We will have a test on Macbeth as well as quizzes throughout the play.  

4.The Things They Carried or Fahrenheit 451 Novel along with various non-fiction texts 

5.Non-Fiction Texts (Brown vs. Board of Education, Plessy vs. Ferguson, various other texts) 

6.Don Quixote  

7.Poetry (Those Winter Sundays, Sonnet 18 and Sonnet 5) 
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8. Review Week for EOC  

  

 
1. RESPECT our time.  Show up on time and start working.  The tardy and absence policies 

are strictly and consistently enforced.  After ten absences, you can fail.  We will work on 

English  every day.  The bell is for me, not you.  Wait for me to dismiss you.   

2. RESPECT yourselves.  Come appropriately dressed and appropriately prepared for class.  

Class materials are listed below.  This means no hoodies in class please.   RESPECT 

directions.  Get involved with the work and stay involved.  You can’t follow what you didn’t 

hear, so stay alert.  Everyone participates every day. I can’t grade work I don’t receive. 

3. RESPECT assignments, both in class and at home.  No one gets a bailout or a bump-up.  

You have to produce work products to receive a grade and earn credit.  You must earn a 60+ 

class average and have ten or less absences.  Assignments turned in after the due date will 

be docked 10% every day. After 5 days, the assignment grade will be a 0.  

4. RESPECT the space.  You will soon learn the signals for permission to leave the classroom 

for any reason.  You are allowed to bring drinks, but they MUST come with a re-sealable lid. 

NO FOOD ALLOWED!!!!! 

5. RESPECT others.  Do not harass anyone in any way, be it verbally or nonverbally.  Keep 

you and your materials to yourself.  There will be zero tolerance for bullying.  
RESPECT your resources.  Bring your laptop every day.  Charge it at home, before school begins.  
There will be numerous opportunities tutoring during Refresh.  All you have to do is sign up. In all 
concerns, contact me for help using a formal, professional email. This means you will address me as Mrs. 
Meyer and I will not respond to angry e-mails from students.  

 

Cell Phone Usage & Other Notices: 

 

I enforce the SBHS policy on cell phone usage, dress code, and tardy procedures. As of 

the 2022-2023 academic year, students are not to have a phone out during any point during the 

academic day, lunch and transitions included. This included ear buds.  The short motto to 

remember is this: “If we hear it or see it, we take it.”  

**Also, there WILL BO NO EAR PODS ALLOWED IN CLASS. This is not only 

disrespectful to me, but you are missing out on important information and learning. If I see 

it, I will take them, and your parents can come and pick them up from school.  

 

 

Grammar- Your weekly grammar assignments will be done through Noredink.com. We will go 

over lessons on Monday and you have until Friday to complete the practice and assignment. You 

will also have a grammar workbook in which we will do grammar warm-ups on Tuesday and 

Thursday with a grammar book check on Friday.  

 

ACT Practice- Students will be taking the Pre-ACT this year. We will have ACT Warm-ups 

every week to help prepare students for the Pre-ACT and the actual ACT next year.  

 

Grading Policy: 

• Grammar (No Red Ink, Grammar workbook, and ACT Prep)--20% 

• Class assignments-45% 

• Tests/Projects/Papers- 35% 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Grading Scale:  90-100=A  80-89=B  70-79=C  60-69=D Below 60=F 

 

 All work is due every Friday- Yes, you read that correctly. Every Friday, all work from 

that week will be due (either on Teams or turn in to the work bin in class). For example, 

if we are working on a piece of text and we complete it in class on Wednesday, you can 

turn it in on Wednesday or you can still work on it and turn it in on Friday. This way, 

everything is streamlined, and students do not have to worry about different dates for 

assignments. However, if you do not turn in work by Friday, you will still be held to the 

late work policy.   

  If you have technical difficulties—that will NOT be an excuse. If you can’t turn in 

something on Teams, e-mail it to me, print it out at home or take a picture of it and e-mail it 

to me. There are always ways around a problem, figure it out! All work should be saved in 

the student Cloud account. If you hit the turn in button, but no work is 

attached, it will be considered late. 
 

Absences: 

If a student is absent, it is the responsibility of the student to obtain missed assignments.  

Students should check Office 365 Teams when absent as the assignments will be listed on 

this page.  If you are absent, you have 2 days for each absence to make up work and turn it in. If 

you do not get your missing work turned in after the 2 days, the late work policy will go into 

effect. If a student is absent on the day a major assignment or project is due, the 

assignment is still due.  It should be turned in as an attachment in an email to me. Projects 

are given out weeks in advance and are due on the due date regardless of an absence 

Consequences 

 1st-Verbal Warning 

 2nd-Student Conference 

 Repeat offenders will receive an office referral 

**Severe behaviors DO NOT warrant warnings and will result in an immediate referral to the 

office.  These behaviors include but are not limited to:  blatant disrespect or defiance, injury to 

another student, outright vandalism, harassment, etc. 

 

Communication: 

 Email:  feel free to email me with any questions you may have. 

 Parent Portal:  Be sure to sign up for Parent Portal in order to view your student’s 

grades as they appear in the online gradebook. 

 Technology Plan:  1:1 devices are to be brought to class daily and fully charged! 

Students will be introduced to a variety of technologies for use in projects, presentations, and 

creating study guides. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE PAGE  

 

Student & Parent Directions:  

 

This signature page has been provided as a hard copy on the first day of instruction to 

your child.  Your child should show you this contract for you to carefully read before 

your signing. You and your child can both sign up for the communication tools below to 

stay up-to-date on assignments and updates for my class.  Thank you! 
 

 

WE’RE GLAD TO HAVE YOU JOIN OUR SWANSBORO PIRATE FAMILY 

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE: 

 

I, (clearly print your name)_________________________, attest that I will uphold all 

tenants of the Class Contract (listed above) for Mrs. Meyers’ English class.  I understand 

the rewards and consequences of my behavior in this class. I will work to master all 

materials so that I am prepared for junior-level English and beyond. 
 

Student Signature ________________________ Date _____________________ 

 

PARENT SIGNATURE: 

 

I, (clearly print your name)__________________________,  attest that I have read the 

course syllabus including the Class Contract and the required materials.  I understand the 

information provided, including the tenants of the contract and well as the responsibilities 

of my child for the class.  I am aware of the Teams, PowerSchool, and Text Reminder 

pathways so that I am up-to-date with my child’s assignments. 

 

Preferred Phone Number: (Work):________________   

(Cell/Home):______________________ 

 

The best hours to reach me during the week are 

________________________________________ 

   

Preferred E-Mail Address:  

________________________________________________________ 

I would like to be reached primarily by (circle one or both):   Phone 

 Email 

  

Parent Signature ________________________ Date ___________________ 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


